
This past session was a very successful one for all taxpayers in Minnesota. 
Faced with a $6.4 billion de�cit and unsustainable growth of government, the 
only solution put forward by the majority party was raising taxes. Fortunately 
working across party lines we were able to prevent these from going into 
e�ect, saving the taxpayers of Minnesota over $2 billion dollars. Raising taxes 
in a recession would have been one of the worst things we could have done. 

The proposals passed, and vetoed, this session would have raised taxes on 
each and every Minnesotan and made our tax code more regressive. These tax 
bills would have hiked taxes on internet downloads, gi�s and alcohol. They 
also would have eliminated tax deductions for mortgages, education expenses, 
charitable contributions and the gas tax rebate. More taxes will not �x our 
state�s �nancial situation. We need to set priorities and live within our means 
� just like families across the state. We need to rethink government and make 
quality reforms and deliver services more e�ciently and e�ectively. Minnesota 
needs to be ready to respond when 
this recession is over by creating a 
friendly job creation environment for 
businesses � not run them out with 
more mandates and higher taxes. 

This last issue, job creation, was 
one of my priorities this past session 
and one of the top concerns I heard 
from constituents. I supported several 
pieces of legislation which would have made Minnesota a more welcoming 
place for businesses. Our state cannot a�ord to chase companies and jobs out 
with high tax levels and unreasonable mandates all while allowing government 
to grow at an unsustainable rate. Keeping jobs in Minnesota should be the 
focus of government, since that is what drives our economy. Government can 
only create jobs by taking money out of the economy, so we cannot continue 
to let it be the fastest growing employer in the state. We need to learn to live 
within our means and let people keep their hard earned money.

It is easy to lose sight of the fact that job creation and economic growth 
should be the number one concern of government. We in Minnesota are 
proud of all of our state parks and trails, but without jobs generating tax 
revenue they will fall into disrepair and be unusable. Being one of the leaders 
in wind-generated energy and ethanol are great, but people need a paycheck 
to pay their gas and energy bills. The point is that if we forget getting private 
business to create jobs is our number one role in the legislature, nothing else 
we do matters. The best schools in the country and health care for the less 
fortunate will be but distant memories if we continue to let companies to 
leave Minnesota with the jobs they provide.

This is not to say that education, health care and other state services should 
not be a priority � they should be. Setting priorities is what government is 
all about. We cannot fund everything and the majority party needs to stop 
pretending it can. On several occasions I voted for bills and amendments which 
would have balanced Minnesota�s budget without raising taxes. All I did was 
follow the priorities of my district and vote to fund them. I voted to increase 
K-12 education funding and against deep cuts in Health and Human services, 

State Representative Tim Sanders delivered on 
his promise to protect the pocketbook of hard 
working Minnesotans this past session. Several 
attempts were made to increase taxes on every 
Minnesotan, and each time Rep. Sanders voted to 
prevent them from coming into e�ect. �During this 
di�cult time Minnesota families do not need to 
be burdened with higher taxes,� Rep. Sanders said. 
�The only way to get Minnesota�s economy growing 
again is by letting families keep more of their hard-
earned dollars.� 

With a de�cit over $6 billion this session, the main 
task the Legislature faced was balancing the budget. 
Although the House and Senate 
majorities did not bring forward 
a solution until May, when they 
did their choice was clear: raise 
taxes on all Minnesotans. Rep. 
Sanders fought against this option 
from the beginning. �Taxing our 
citizens, families and business 
is not going to get us out of this 
de�cit,� Sanders said. �We have 
to make government deliver the 
same services more e�ciently 
and e�ectively - that is the only 
way out. I believe everyone 
should pay their fair share, but 
the government needs to learn to 
live within its means, just like families throughout 
Minnesota have been. I authored several pieces of 
legislation to put more money into the pockets of 
Blaine residents and make government work better 
for them.�

Rep. Sanders co-authored House File 908 which 
reformed a program used by businesses to avoid 
laying o� workers during downturns. Employers 
will instead be able to divide available hours of work 
between workers, while letting a�ected employees 
collect partial unemployment. �These reforms will 
keep people working,� Sanders said, �and that is 
exactly what we need to be doing right now. This is 

a prime example of what the legislature can do to 
make government more e�ective and e�cient.� 

Rep. Sanders also authored several pieces of 
legislation which would allow potential homeowners 
more �nancial �exibility when purchasing a home. 
�Getting people back into houses is a big step in the 
right direction,� Sanders said. �These bills would 
remove one big obstacle preventing this from 
happening.� These bills, House �les 1506 and 1507, 
would eliminate two taxes levied by the state on 
home buyers: the deed tax and the mortgage tax, 
which together can add up to thousands of dollars 
up front. �Removing these taxes will give purchasers 

more buying power,� Sanders 
continued, �now instead of paying 
this money to the state, they will 
be able to a�ord improvements 
for the home, putting more 
money into the economy which 
will create jobs.�

This was not the only time 
Rep. Sanders protected the 
pocketbooks of Blaine citizens. 
Early in May the House majority 
put forward its budget plan which 
contained billions of dollars 
in new taxes. These included 
eliminating the mortgage interest 
deduction, potentially costing 

homeowners in Blaine and Minnesota up to $10,000 
each per year. Another proposed tax increase was 
removing the property tax deduction � which would 
force residents to pay taxes on the money they use 
to pay property taxes � a form of double taxation. 
Rep. Sanders opposed both of these. �Taxing money 
used to pay taxes is not productive,� he said. �We 
need to be let the people of Blaine decide where to 
spend their money � not the state.�

Rep. Sanders continued his crusade against unfair 
taxes this session by �ghting to make sure everyone 

Tim SandersSanders 
backs up 
promise 
on taxes

“The only way to 
get Minnesota’s 
economy growing 
again is by letting 
families keep 
more of their hard-
earned dollars.”

— Rep. Tim Sanders
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Protecting the pocketbooks of Blaine 
citizens more important than ever
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Raising taxes in a 
recession would 
have been one of 
the worst things we 
could have done.
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The Minnesota House of Representatives, with bi-
partisan support, passed �Brandon�s Law� during the �rst 
week in May. The bill, co-authored by Rep. Tim Sanders, 
expands the current Minnesota Missing Children�s 
Program to include adults who are missing and 
considered endangered. This will allow law enforcement 
agencies to speed up their response time if the missing 
person is in need of medical attention or where the 
disappearance is suspected to be involuntary or under 
dangerous circumstances. The legislation requires 
statewide noti�cation of law enforcement agencies to 
aid in the prompt return of a missing or endangered 
person. It also standardizes the methods by which law 
enforcement agencies report and cooperate on missing 
person cases. �Every second is critical when trying to 
�nd a missing person,� Sanders said. �We now have given 
�rst responders and families more time and resources 
when each second is valuable.� Governor Pawlenty 
immediately signed Brandon�s Law into statute and it 
will become e�ective on July 1, 2009. 

shoulders their part of the cost of Minnesota government. 
He voted against attempts to make the tax code more 
regressive and prevent a heavier tax burden from falling 
on the less fortunate. �The wealthiest Minnesotans pay a 
larger part of their income in income taxes than anyone 
else. It is the other taxes in Minnesota which force the 
middle class to pay more of their income in total taxes 
than the wealthy,� Sanders said. �I opposed all changes to 
the tax code which would have increased the tax load on 
middle class Minnesotans.�

�A common misunderstanding is that our income tax is 
unfair to middle class citizens,� Sanders said. �However, the 
truth is the sales tax, gas tax and business taxes which hurt 
hard working people more. The House majority proposed 
to let local governments increase your sales tax, remove 
the gas tax rebate and burden businesses with more taxes 
this session. I was adamantly opposed to all of these and 
instead voted to set priorities in government, funding 
�rst the departments and programs which work for the 
residents of District 51A and Minnesota. Government 
can operate e�ectively with what it already has, and I will 
work next session to make sure that it does!�

Sanders protecting kids 
from unsafe toys

Law gives help 
to searchers 
of critically 
missing adults

Every so o�en a piece of legislation is written which has 
nothing but positive e�ects for everyone in the state of 
Minnesota. This session, that bill was authored by State 
Representative Tim Sanders, a �rst term Republican from 
Blaine. His bill, House File 166, prohibits commercial realtors 
from knowingly selling any recalled children�s toy, taking a 
big step towards helping parents keep their children more 
safe. �This bill,� according to Representative Sanders, �will 
protect our children.�

Minnesota is one of a handful of states which does not 
explicitly ban the sale of recalled toys. This legislation 
brought Minnesota in line not only with most other 
states in the country, but with federal legislation. The bill 
specifically targets commercial realtors and does not affect 
second hand stores, such as Salvation Army and Goodwill 
or garage and yard sales. This is because a store cannot 
knowingly sell a recalled toy, and since second hand stores 
do not receive recall notices, they are not obligated to pull 
the toy off the sales floor, unless it has been brought to 
their attention.

Rep. Sanders, who has a son a little over a year old, said 
the bill, �makes the protection of our children [through this 
statute] a little tighter.� He explained that previously, retailers 
were only required to post a sign letting the consumer know 
the toy had been recalled. Under this provision however, the 

retailer will not be allowed to let the toy remain on the shelf. 
�We cannot anticipate every dangerous situation for our 
children,� Sanders commented, �However, we can pick the 
low hanging fruit and alleviate the obvious dangers.�

House File 166 was passed as part of the 2009 Omnibus 
Public Safety Policy Bill, which was passed by a bi-partisan 
coalition in both the House and Senate and signed by 
Governor Tim Pawlenty on May 11. The recalled toy 
provision will take e�ect on August 1, 2009.

but still voted for a balanced budget without raising taxes. The 
House majority never put forward a balanced budget � even 
with a $500 million cut to Health and Human Services and $2 
billion in new taxes. The facts do not lie: the state can continue 
to serve its citizens, provide a good education and promote job 
creation all without raising taxes.

Leadership is about making hard decisions. Anyone can 
get elected, come to St. Paul and vote to continue expanding 
government at the expense of others. The elected o�cials in 
Minnesota cannot continue to view the taxpayers as a large 
ATM machine. Structural changes need to be made in the way 
the state does business. Instead of raising taxes to create more 
government jobs, we should be keeping taxes low and making 
Minnesota a more job-creator friendly state in the private 

sector. No longer can we let government grow at unsustainable 
levels. Programs need to be evaluated on a regular basis and 
those that do not work need to be reformed or eliminated. We 
in the legislature were elected to lead and that is exactly what 
I have been, and intend to continue, doing.

Neighbors, we need to make sure Minnesota is ready for the 
end of the recession. We need to take this opportunity to slim 
down government and make it more e�ective. Job creators in 
Blaine, and across the state, need to be able to expand quickly 
to meet the growing demand. By getting our priorities in 
order we can ensure that Minnesota will have plenty of jobs, 
a top education system, a�ordable health care, beautiful parks 
& trails and everything else to provide the high standard of 
living Minnesotans have grown used to. Together we can 
make Minnesota the best state in the union.

CHILDREN’S TOYS EXPANDING BRANDON’S LAW

Sanders-authored 
bill bans stores from 
knowingly selling 
recalled toys
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SpendIng Is oUt of ControL!
Minnesota�s state government has a problem: they love spending 
your money. In the current biennium � the state calculates their 
budget in two year increments � our state government spends 
$34.6 billion. That�s $16,874.78 per Minnesota household!

That amount looks even more ridiculous when you see where 
spending used to be. In the 1986�87 biennium, the state spent 
only $10.2 billion. Spending has more than tripled in 22 years.

If we would have been sensible and pegged spending increases 
since the 1986�87 budget to the Consumer Price Index (CPI), we 
would only be spending $18.8 billion for the 2008�09 budget. 
That�s nearly half of what we�re spending now!

Change has been made � The 2010�11 budget is down to $30.6 
billion � but much more needs to be done to bring sanity back to 
Saint Paul. Rep. Tim Sanders is working to control runaway 
state government spending!
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Rep. Sanders holds his son, Everett, while taking oath of o�ce.





Proud to be your
representative

Dear Neighbors,
This past year Minnesota faced some outstanding challenges in order 

to solve the state�s historic deficit. Along that daunting path I stood with 
you and your families to make sure that you were able to keep as much 
of your hard earned money as possible in these tough economic times. 
Minnesota, Anoka County and the residents of Blaine will come out of 
these challenges as a stronger more vibrant community.

I would like to thank you for your faith and support for allowing 
me to be your representative in Saint Paul. Together we will make our 
community stronger, safer and more prosperous.

Contact Tim
Not printed at taxpaYer expense

At the Capitol
233 State Of�ce Building
100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
Saint Paul, Minnesota 55155
651-296-4226

Online

timothysandersmn.com
E-mail: rep.tim.sanders@house.mn


